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Dear Rotaractors, 

Traditionally the month of May is associated 
with final exams, graduation parties and hec-
tic job searches. Yet, in the Rotary world, May 
is the moth when within a week of each other 
we meet twice, first to have all -out fun in a 
remote location and second to meet with our 
incoming club officers and learn more about 
almost every aspect of the Districtõs service 
and social activities. Of course we are talking 
about District Conference and District Assem-

bly respectively.  

You all know what the Conference is about: 4 
(or more) days of unbridled fun outside Los 
Angeles city limits, filled with food, music, 

recognition and fellowship. This year, just like years before, it was just 
that - 48 Rotary clubs, at a Palm Springs resort, showing their fun side to 
each other and the world. How fun? This clip from Rotary 5280 District 
Governor Elect Doug Baker tells it all: www.youtube.com/watch?
v=cWcowbTKdN0. I guess youõve got the message, Rotary and its events 
are fun, whatever the occasion. That said, I really hope to see you at 

next yearõs Conference or else it will be just Mr. Baker and myself. 

The second event is the infamous Assembly, dubbed òthe most boring 
event of the yearó. Granted, itõs dubbed so by those who didnõt bother 
to show up. Those who did, however, enjoyed a semi -formal breakfast, 
yet another of Mr. Bakerõs inspirational (let alone entertaining) speeches, 
and an enormous opportunity field for networking and collaboration. In-
deed, crawling on the floor arranging pictures in correct sequence or go-
ing òlow-low-real-lowó in a team-building exercise brings people together 

like nothing else.  

(continued on Page 2) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cWcowbTKdN0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cWcowbTKdN0
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(continued from Page 1)  

You guessed it, the uniting leitmotif of both those events was, of course, new connections. It is not a coinci-
dence that both of them are scheduled towards the end of a year when everybody inadvertently thinks of conti-
nuity and the means of making it happen. People, are the first and foremost choice in that case. Truly, no 
budget and no title alone will get you as far as all those connections that youõve vigorously built and carefully 
managed through the years. Rotary, like many other things in life, starts with people in mind, and gets things 
done by bringing the right people on board. In this light, it is my privilege and a pleasure to introduce you to our 
next yearõs Rotary Youth Leaders (see next page) ð your first liaisons to the Rotary world and champions of your, 
yes your, interests in that world. Need to reach out to Rotary clubs in regards to your service/social event? 
Looking for a Rotary event to participate in? Seeking a matching grant for your cause? Donõt hesitate for a min-

ute to email them, they are eager to help.  

So please, welcome them into our family. Many of them are new faces, so show them your best and build con-

nections that will benefit us all for years to come.  
 

Yours in service, 
Sergei Belokonnyi 
DRR / District Governor 2009-2010 

Rotaract District 5280  

2010-2011 Rotary Youth Leaders  

Senior AG ð Youth | New Generations  

Jaimee Sul  

SJaimee@aol.com 

Want to be in the know about Rotary events?  

Need an introduction to any Rotarian in the District 

and beyond? 

 

Youth Advisor  

Olivia Patterson  

oliviaP@homeopeningdoors.org  

Want to know about Youth programs in our District?  

Confused about Youth policy?  

Jaimee Sul is on vacation and you need urgent ad-

vice? 

 

Rotaract Advisor  

Maren Clifford  

marendgm@aol.com 

Seeking Rotarian presence for your events?  

Need to reach out to a particular Rotarian but donõt 

know how? 

Need to make your event/cause/social District -wide? 

Interact Advisor  

Robert Ryans 

reryans@gmail.com  

Want Interactors to help out at your service events?  

Looking for potential recruits within Interact?  

 

RYLA Chair 

Elyse Beardsley 

info@industriallock.com  

Have a sibling or a relative of age, who you want to 

enroll in the RYLA program?  

Always wanted to be a counselor but didnõt know 

where to start?  

 

RYLA Co-Chair  

& Hacienda Hotel Guru  

Joe Harding  

HaciendaJoe@aol.com 

Elyse Beardsley is out of the office and you urgently 

need to register as a RYLA counselor?  

Need Hacienda Hotelõs Board room for your clubõs 
meeting or professional -grade event?  
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Rotary District 5280 Conference Wrap -Up 

Every year Rotarians and Rotaractors from District 5280 embark on an excit-
ing adventure, the District 5280 Conference. The conference lasts four days 
during which all participants agree to leave their worries behind in Los Ange-
les and join their fellow Rotarians and  Rotaractors in celebration of a 
year's worth  of service achievements.   
 
This year's Conference featured Golf and Tennis tournaments, the fa-
mous Hospitality  Night with 20+ clubs showcasing their cooking and dancing 
skills,  distinguished speakers from Rotary International and our own top offi-
cers, Casa Blanca-style Governor's Ball and of course, the infamous Kiss The 
Iguana fundraiser  that resulted in one of the most unexpected turns of a plot 
and a very hefty amount of money raised. However, a picture is worth a 
thousand words, so let the pictures tell the story!  

Rotaract Governor Sergei Belokonnyi and Interact Governor Josh 

Goldman pass an award to Past District Governor Vicky Radel 

Rotaract District 5280 Executive Aide Talia Ben -Ora and 

Secretary Jonathan Keisner awaiting their turn at the podium  

Rotaract District Governor Sergei Belokonnyi takes the stage  Governors rock the attendees with District 5280 achievements  
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Rotaract Governor Elect Cheryl Wong talks  

about the District trip to Ecuador  

Rotaract Governor Elect Cheryl Wong with LA5 

Rotary Club President Marc Leeka 

Rotary District Trainer John Coleville receives a boutonniere  

in recognition of his dedication to Rotaract  

ôMama Rotaryõ Carmela Raack receives a bouquet 

from grateful Rotaractors and Interactors  

Senor Assistant Governor Youth Activities Marie Fremd receives 

flowers in appreciation of years of work on our behalf  

Rotaract District team at work filling the ôKiss the Iguanaõ 

jars with donations. Can you guess who kissed the Iguana? 


