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Dear Rotaractors, 

As you all know, the most conspicuous 
and most tragic event of January was 
the Haitian earthquake. It claimed hun-
dreds of thousands of lives and cost nu-
merous people their livelihood. In times 
like these Rotaractors simply cannot sit 
on the sidelines waiting for others to 
help. It is indeed within the abilities of 
individual Rotaract clubs and our District 
as a whole, to help people of Haiti. 
Therefore, I encourage everyone in our 
District to do their part and help Haitian 

people in time of their greatest need.  

In this newsletter weõve compiled a list of ideas as to how to 
help earthquake victims using Rotary channels and logistical so-
lutions. Please pick one or a few and contribute as much as you 
are able. When disaster wipes out your town, let alone your 
home, things as simple as canned food and the most basic medi-
cal supplies are worth their weight in gold, so please know that 
your contributions will go a long way. Canned food drives, a 
ShelterBox project, and helping fill the Rotary District 5280 con-
tainer are all great avenues of aid ð pick one and letõs get 

started, for time is of the essence.  

Also, our Rotaract District team would like to announce that our 
annual Toga Party will serve as a disaster relief effort. Part of 

the proceeds from ticket sales will benefit earthquake victims in  

(continued on page 2)  



Haiti  

How You & Your Club Can Help  

Hereõs how you and your clubs can help: 

1. ShelterBox  is an excellent, fast, Rotary program that can be 
of immediate help (please see the next page for details). Shel-
ter Box informs the sponsoring group when their box arrives ð 
you will see immediate results of your actions. This is the best 
place to put funds if your club decides to collect money. Each 

box cost only $1,000.  

2. Collecting food, water, medical and hygiene supplies  
(penicillin, band -aids, surgical gauze) is of equal importance but distribution is difficult. Luckily, a 
large container  has been donated for collection of items by members of Rotary District 5280. De-

livery dates will be released shortly, please stay tuned.  

3. Marie Fremd (District 5280 Senior Assistant Governor Youth Activities) and Carmela Raack 
(Rotaract Club Advisor) suggest the Shoebox Project  as a way to participate. The idea is simple: 
put school supplies, a small toy, nutrition bars, hygiene items, etc. in a shoe box and ship it to 
Haiti in the Rotary District 5280 container (see above). Shoeboxes are a more personal, affordable 

way to contribute.  

4. Interactors ð our younger partners in service - held a dinner/donation drive on Saturday January 
23rd where they donated two full carloads of food. They work with Help the Children , in Bell, 
California. The food they donated left on a plane for Haiti less than one week later. The next food 

packing date will be February 6 . For more information, please visit www.helpthechildren.org  

5. Change for change drive. Cut 3/4 ths off the top of a milk jug and use it as a collection plate. 
Ask people for donations for Haitian relief efforts on your campus or at any other place with 

plenty of foot traffic.  

7. Attend the Toga Party ! As per our event flyer towards the end of a newsletter, we will donate 

a large portion of the proceeds to the Red Cross and other organizations benefiting Haiti.  
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(continued from page 1)  

Haiti. For details, please see the flyer towards the end of the newsletter. I am calling all Rotarac-
tors to step forward and prove that Rotaract is a resourceful service organization that is capable 

and willing to address worldõs most acute troubles in an organized and powerful fashion. 

Yours in Service, 
Rotaract Governor 
2009-2010 
Sergei Belokonnyi 

Rotaract District 5280 would like to thank Rotaract Club Advisor, Carmela Raak and other 
involved Rotarians for the information and support provided  

 



 

Shelter Box  ShelterBox  

The Story  

What is ShelterBox?  
a 
The ShelterBox Trust is a registered UK charity operated by the Rotary Club of 
Helston-Lizard and based in Cornwall. The charity was set up in April 2000 to 
provide aid for disaster victims and the first ShelterBoxes were sent to Gujarat 
in India in January 2001.  The ShelterBox Trust is also supported by ShelterBox 
organizations set up by Rotary clubs in a number of other countries, including 
the USA, Canada, Australia and Southeast Asia. All aid provided by ShelterBox is 
organized and distributed from The ShelterBox Trust's base in Cornwall.   

What's in a ShelterBox?  
a 
Each ShelterBox is a large, rugged, green plastic container 
that holds a 10-person tent and a range of other equipment.  
In general, typical box contents could include:   
¶Thermal blankets and insulated ground sheets  
Å Waterproof ponchos and bin bags 
Å A multi-fuel stove that can burn anything from diesel 
to old paint!  
Å Cooking pans, utensils, bowls and mugs 
Å Collapsible water containers and water purification 
tablets  
Å A basic tool kit ð hammer, axe, saw, pliers, hoe 
head, trenching shovel, rope etc  
Å A small, children's pack containing drawing books, 
crayons, pens etc.  
However, a range of equipment is kept in stock. This allows 
ShelterBox to be flexible and adjust the contents of the box 
according to local conditions and what is most urgently 
needed. Sometimes ð particularly if other resources are 
available locally and the overwhelming need is for shelter ð 
we will just send tents and pack two in each box.  Once as-
sembled, boxes will be banded and sealed ready for transit. 
They are also individually numbered so each box can be 
tracked and donors can know its final destination.   

What does ShelterBox do?  
a 
Our mission is to deliver immediate relief to victims of natural and other disasters anywhere 

around the world.  Disasters to which we have responded include earthquakes, hurricanes, wars, 

floods, landslides, tsunamis, volcanic eruptions and typhoons.  We achieve our mission by providing 

rugged 10-person tents to be used as emergency accommodation and other survival essentials as 

required.  As of January 2008, ShelterBox has sent aid to over 40 different countries, providing 

shelter for approaching 500,000 people.   

Rotaract District Newsletter  Page 3 

 



 

On Sunday January 10th, 2010 District 5280 Rotaractors joined forces with the Christmas Train or-

ganization of San Diego to distribute toys to the needy of Tecate, Mexico. South Bay and Korea-

town Rotaractors joined with District Governor and West Los Angeles Rotaractor Sergei Belokonnyi 

in Tecate Mexico for a day to remember. A stadium full of boys and girls with high spirits were 

anxious for the toys and received them from us with open arms. What a gratifying sight, seeing 

each kids eyes light up and smile wider than ever before. There is nothing better than being there 

in person. To cap off a wonderful day authentic Mexican tacos were hand prepared for us, right 

there, in the stadium. It couldnõt get any better. Rotaract District 5280 expects to be involved 

next year and we hope you will join us!  

Rotaract District 5280 International Service Project  

Christmas Train To Tecate, Mexico  
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