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its spirit, we will concentrate on forging even stronger unity and cooperation
between all clubs in the District by providing a variety of service opportuni-
ties and programs aimed to inspire Rotaractors to assume true ownership of
their projects, pride in the job done, and strive to leave a legacy behind
themselves, for generations of Rotaractors to come.

To acquaint new club members with each other
and instill comradeship, the District team is work-
ing on a gamut of social events for the entire Ro-
tary year. Furthermore, in order to build better
understanding of the goals and values of the Rota-
ract program, we are preparing informational pack-
ages and training seminars for all interested Rota-
ractors, and specifically incoming Rotaract officers.
We are determined to prepare each participating
Rotaractor for this Rotary year, and facilitate their
further growth in the organization by providing in -

functions. The highlight
ment is the Rotaract Leadership Meeting da semi-
nar covering a wide variety of topics from strategic
planning for service organizations, to the basics of professional conduct, to
vocational training. Our team hopes to provide all participants with knowl-
edge and skills that will not only help them to be a better Rotaractor but

also will transcend into their academic and professional life.

To build stronger interclub ties and for the sake of good old fun, the District

will be hosting several social events through the year. We are striving to cre-
ate a fun, friendly environment that will allow both cross  -town rival clubs,

and recurrent partners in service, to mingle and create better social bonds.
Ultimately, we hope to acquaint Rotaract clubs with each other beyond

emails and phone calls. A notable example of such an event would be the
Rotaract BBQ-an event honoring | ast year ds
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Governors Address (continued from page 1)
Marymount College Rotaract.

Rotaract District 5280 has a long history of international involvement in various countries and geographical areas. This
year we are writing a new page in that history by participating in the Heifer Ark program that was proven to be a hit
last year. We intend to mobilize District clubs to work harder, market their respective fundraisers more thoroughly,
and raise even more money than last year to benefit impoverished Ecuadorian communities.

To cap our year off with something big, we invite every willing Rotaractor to join our team in Montreal for the Rotary
& Rotaract conventions in June 2010. Letds make District
humanitarian projects, pride in goals accomplished, and community service legacy in the making!

To contact Sergei regarding official Rotaract business via e -mail:

governor@rotaract5280.org

Meet Your 2009 -2010 Rotaract District Board

Sergei Belokonnyi - Governor

Sergei Belokonnyi is a relatively new figure on the Rotaract playing field.
Born in Southeastern Ukraine he studied computer science and robotics while
simultaneously working in the field of advertising. Shortly after immigrating
to United States he decided to bolster his education with a degree in Busi-
ness Administration. This led him to Santa Monica college where he joined
his first Rotaract club 0 Rotaract of Santa Monica College. Shortly after his
induction he took on his first officer position as an Inter Club Council repre-
sentative. From then on it seemed like his Rotaract career was on a fast
track, thanks to the inspiration and guidance of prominent Rotarians and Ro-
taractors alike.

In the summer of 2008 he was offered a position on the Host Organization
Committee for the Los Angeles 2008 Rotary & Rotaract conventions and was
in charge of organization the Rotaract 40 ™ Luncheon ceremony. The success
of this event along with others and vivid displays of professionalism and inge-
nuity shown by other Rotaract District board members inspired him to take
on a larger responsibility in the Rotaract world. After nomination to the post

of Rotaract Executive Aide, he readily agreed.

As of today, Sergei is a member of the community -based Rotaract club of
West Los Angeles. He is a senior in standing at California State University
Northridge, majoring in Systems and Operations management with career
hopes of becoming a project manager in the aerospace or consulting indus-
tries. He is the oldest sibling of three children in his family, providing sup-
port and motivation to his younger brother and sister through leading by ex-
ample. Sergei also enjoys a variety of athletic activities ranging from resis-
tance training to tennis to beach volleyball. Brought up in good cultural tra-
dition, he is an art aficionado and an avid reader, spreading his free time
between fiction and technical books. Sergei is fluent in Ukrainian, Russian
and English and is a beginner level speaker in Mandarin Chinese.
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Talia Ben-Ora - Executive Aide

Talia has lived all over California, but calls Redondo Beach home. She gradu-
ated from Redondo Union High School in 2008 and is currently studying at El
Camino College with hopes to transfer next year as a Psychology major. She

isndt set on her plans after coll ege, k
opmental scientist/psychologist, child therapist, or elementary school
teacher. When shef6s not juggling school
time with friends, reading, travelling, trying new things and watching old
movies. Her motto is OHelp those who c:

was old enough to be involved in Interact, she attended the 2003 Interna-
tional Convention in Brisbane, Australia. Immediately starting college, Talia
sought to join Rotaract and was soon appointed as Inter -Club Counsel Repre-
sentative. This marks the beginning of her second year in Rotaract. Talia was
recently inducted as her club secretary and District Executive Aide for the
2009-10 year. She looks forward to an incredible year full of great activities
and wonderful people.

Jonathan is excited for another great year of Rotaract and especially thrilled
to serve as secretary for both District 5280 and the South Bay Rotaract club.
His connection with Rotary began in 2003 as a Member of the Arizona State
University Rotaract club (District 5510). Jonathan has since held many offi-
cial positions including club treasurer, public relations officer and club Vice
President and has attended a number of Rotary/Rotaract related functions
including the 2005 Rotary International Convention in Chicago, the 2006 and
2007 Rotaract United States & Canada o Caribbean conferences in Los Angles
and Salt Lake City. Jonathan now finds himself as a member of the South Bay
Rotaract Club, thanks to their great recruiting skills. Jonathan has also been
fortunate to take part in two different international projects south of the
border in Mexico, both to distribute goods to the needy during the winter
holidays. He has been quite grateful for the chance Rotaract has given him to
meet and get to know people from all over the world.

Jonathan has a bachelorés degree from .
mary concentration in Marketing and secondary studies in Recreation and
Tourism. He currently works as the Office Manager at the Marina del Rey
Garden Center in the lovely city of Marina del Rey. In the near future he
hopes to move up the management ranks and work towards a masters in
business management but long term would like to run his own small business,
possibly a golf shop or a BBQ restaurant. Jonathan has lived in Texas, Arizona
and now California where he calls the city of Los Alamitos home. In his free
time Jonathan loves to travel and enjoys many activities such as playing golf
with the guys on the weekend and attending Arizona State football games
with his mom and dad.
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Roderick Brown - Treasurer

Roderick is no stranger to Rotaract bringing multiple experiences to Rotaract
District 5280 from around the world. In addition to his current title as Rota-
ract District Treasurer, he is also serving another term as South Bay Rotaract
Club President. His breadth and depth of Rotary knowledge comes from his
past appointments serving on the Rotary International Rotaract Committee,
representing the United States, Canada and Caribbean and beyond with two
terms under his belt. Roderick has been heavily involved with USCC, begin-
ning with the 2001 Washington DC Conference. As the Rotaract District Rep-
resentative in 2003 -2004, he played a vital role in the bidding of USCC 2006,
held in Los Angeles, where he held the post of USCC Chairman. Roderick has
also represented District 5280 at Rotary International Conventions in Barce-
lona, Brisbane, Chicago, and Salt Lake City. Roderick is just as dedicated to
the club level as he is to Rotaract on an international level. At California

State University, Domi nguez Hill s, he f
club, serving posts as Vice President and President. He went on to found
South Bay Rotaract, also serving as th

year of high school, Roderick served as a SCANEX International Exchange stu-
dent in France. Besides his involvement in Rotaract, Roderick has also at-
tended RYLA as a counselor for the past 8 years and is a Paul Harris Fellow.

Roderick works as a Senior Management Consultant for the Hitachi Consulting
Company. During his time as a consultant and business endeavors he has built
broad industry experience in the areas of customer service, training, busi-
ness operations, change management, accounting, and procurement prac-
tices. His core strengths include communication, negotiation, presentation,
cultural understanding, and acts in a transactional leadership manner.
Roderick has a Bachelors of Science from California State University
Dominguez Hills in Business Administration with a concentration in Manage-
ment and Human Resources.

Laura Steinmetz - Community Service Chair

Laura is thrilled to be back amongst her Rotaract family after living and

traveling abroad for over a year! Laura was president of the Rotaract Club at

Loyola Marymount for the 2006-2007 Academic year, after being the Treas-

urer for the two preceding years. During her tenure as president, LMU Rota-

ract staged the 4th annual Rockind wi:
such as Kat Parsons and Veronica Torres
16 year old student in the Atacama desert of Chile. Through various fundrais-

ing efforts (including proceeds from the concert), Nichole was able to finish

up her Hi gh School Di pl oma (or Chil efs
Kusayapu school near Tarapaca. After Graduation, Laura lived in Greece for

around a year, learning to speak Greek and absorbing the cultures of the

Eastern Mediterranean. Currently Laura is working as a Travel Administrator

in El Segundo whilst working on applications for Graduate School.

District 5280 Rotaract Newsletter Page 4



