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Dear Rotaractors, 

This month I am glad to step aside from the tra-
ditional format of a Governorõs column and sim-
ply express my thanks. First, I would like to 
thank the Rotaract District 5280 Board, viz. Talia 
Ben-Ora, Jonathan Keisner, Roderick Brown, 
Laura Steinmetz, and Tori Hettinger for their 
sleepless nights and restless days in preparation 
of District events, and simply for their devotion 
and relentless effort to keep this District run-
ning. There is not a slightest chance that I, as a 
governor, would be able to do my work without 

your constant support and contributions.  

My second round of thanks goes to our club officers who on top of 
their academic, professional and familial obligations decided to dedi-
cate hours upon hours of their days to their Rotaract clubs. Please 
know that you are the emergent generation of community leaders, 
simply by not sitting still when there is a need for leadership and or-
ganizational skills. Knowledge that you are obtaining via your club du-
ties will, without any doubt, help you in leadership positions in your 

professional and community endeavors.  

Thirdly, paraphrasing Mr. Cliff Docterman, it is not the people with 
the most time on their hand that do community service; it is the ones 
who want it the most. In that regard, I would like to thank District 
5280 Rotaractors who year after year find time to meet, work, and 
socialize together. You are the backbone of this District and your re-

spective communities. Without your participation no work would be  

(continued on page 2)  



(continued from page 1)  

done, and no good would be made. Also, be reminded that friendships that you are forging now 
have the potential to last a lifetime, and projects that you take on will teach you things that your 

classes will not.  

Last but not least, I would like to thank the Rotarians, who year after year continue to provide 
their invaluable support and guidance. As your partners in service, we pledge to grow and accom-

plish things that will benefit both people and communities in need, and in turn make you proud.  

On that note, I wish everybody a happy holiday season, and remind you to stay tuned for upcom-

ing social events and other announcements.  

Yours in service, 
Sergei Belokonnyi 
Rotaract District 5280  

District Rotaract Representative / District Governor 2009 - 2010 

P.S. College-based clubs, best of luck on your finals. Community -based clubs, may your holiday 

bonuses be aplenty! 
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Does Your Club Want to be in The Newsletter?  

Have you ever read a Rotaract Newsletter and wondered how you or your club could be show-

cased. It is quite simple. All you have to do is get in contact with a district representative, pref-

erably your club liaison or the District Secretary, Jonathan Keisner at secretary@rotaract5280.org  

 

If you have an event to mention or a piece of information that you would like to share with Rota-

ractors and Rotarians across the district please donõt hesitate to send it over. Please include pic-

tures or a flyer.  

 

Club Secretaries donõt forget to send all materials to the district by the 20th of the month.  

Club Liaisons 

Sergei Belokonnyi - District Governor - Pepperdine - governor@rotaract5280.org  

Talia Ben-Ora - Executive Aide - El Camino & Marymount - executiveaide@rotaract5280.org  

Jonathan Keisner - Secretary - West Los Angeles & Santa Monica - secretary@rotaract5280.org  

Roderick Brown - Treasurer - Koreatown & South Bay - treasurer@rotaract5280.org  

Laura Steinmetz - Community Service Chair - Loyola Marymount & USC - servicechair@rotaract5280.org  

Tori Hettinger - Social Chair - UCLA & Occidental - socialchair@rotaract5280.org  
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The Christmas Train Story  

The event is called the Christmas Train in the U.S. However, in Tecate and all of México it is 
known as òThe Day of the Three Kingsó in commemoration of the three wise men who brought 
gifts to the baby Jesus upon his birth. While in the U.S. the traditional day of giving presents is 
Christmas, in México, it is on the 12 th day of Christmas, also known as òThe Day of the Three 
Kingsó. So, the Christmas Train arrives in Tecate on the Sunday closest to The Day of the Three 

Kings. 

The City of Tecate organizes all of the on -site needs for such a large event. They provide security, 
first aid, a stage, a sound system, and personnel facilities, as well as arrange for the children to 

come to the train when they might otherwise be unable to do so.  

The first year the train went to Tecate was 1998. That year 2,300 children received gifts. It has 
grown over the years. In 2006, over 6,000 children benefited from the event. The Mayor of Tecate 

says, òThis is the most important event of the year for Tecateõs children.ó 

from christmastrain.org  

Annual Christmas Train to Tecate Mexico  
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The Christmas Train is in need of donations of gifts for the children. Gifts are packed for boys, 

girls and babies. All toys must be new and a size that fits into a standard plastic grocery bag. Edu-

cational toys are wonderful. Small dolls are loved by the girls. Personal grooming items such as 

combs and brushes pack well into gift bags. In addition each gift bag will contain school supplies.  

500  toys for boys 

500  toys for girls  

1,000  items for babies/infants*  

and 

1,000  school supplies** 

are needed 

* Baby/Infant items needed include:  

  stuffed animals, bibs, socks, mit-

tens, hats, bottles, baby toys, blan-

kets and clothing  

** School Supplies needed include: 

   pens, personal pencil sharpeners, 

coloring books, rulers and erasers  

Be sure to stay tuned for information about volunteering with District 5280  

for the 2010 Christmas Train on Sunday January 10 th  2009 
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Christmas Train Revisited  

Thanks to everyone who made it out for the January 2009 Christmas Train to Tecate service 

project in Tecate, Mexico. District 5280 hopes to see everyone this time around.  


