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Governors Message

By 20091 2010 Rotaract Governor Sergei Belokonnyi

Inside this Issue:

Yet another month has passed and | am glad to announce
that we are steadily delivering on our promise of a fun and

productive Rotaract year. Traditionally September is the Governors Message !
month when we gather at the Rotary Family Picnic to so- Rotaract and The

cialize in an informal setting to eat, drink, and like in my Future of Rotary 2
case, get soaked in all my clothes, wrestled to the ground,

and smothered in whipped cream. The event was an un- Rotary District 3
doubted success not only in terms of activities held and Picnic Wrap -Up

money raised, but also because Rotaractors posted a solid
turnout proving that District clubs do stay in touch with
each other and act as one. Now, in the coming months, we
are looking forward to seeing equal and greater eagerness USC Rotaract Tailgate 4
on matters other than whip -creaming your Governor.

Club Spotlight:
Koreatown Rotaract

Rotaract Takes Silver 5
Apart from the picnic, this month the District Board has received a number of inter-
esting offers and project invitations from different Rotaract clubs. We are especially Upcoming Events S
happy to receive your requests for help in publicizing your initiatives because it ful-
fills one of the main District goals dinformation support and coordination. We
strongly encourage everyone concerned to share with us your projects and events so _
we can help with scheduling (to avoid conflicts with Rotary and Rotaract District
events) and promotion. That said, dondt hesitate to contact
guestions about fundraising and partnering with other clubs dwe are here to help.

Rotary International 2009 -2010 Theme
This monthoés featured cl ub -bhased Koestdwp Rotah ar t 2~ o S.o.momil n b\

ract, who will tell more about themselves on page three. On behalf of the whole THE FUTURE OF ROTARY
. . o : IS IN YOUR HANDS
Rotary family we would like to congratulate them on the beginning of their Rotaract
history and wish upon them steady growth, adamant retention, and numerous
achievements in the field of community service! We are asking all District clubs to
extend their warm welcome and to offer them your expertise in regards to commu-
nity service projects and social events. Please help them feel at home and help
them out on their way to greatness.

District Leadership Seminar 6

Go Rotaract, go!
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Rotaract and The Future of Rotary

Former District 5280 Rotaractor Megan Cotugno is the feature of September New Generations Month on the Rotary
International website, rotary.org. New Generations Month focuses on Rotaractors who have gone on to become Rotari-
ans, and others who are waiting to make the leap. Read an excerpt below from an article on Megan and her views on

Rotaract and the transition into Rotary.

Let's face it: If Rotarians don't succeed in attracting younger members to their clubs, there won't be any clubs to
attract members to.

Megan Cotugno, a former Rotaractor who is now a Rotarian, doesn't mince words when she talks about the impor-
tance of younger generations to the future of Rotary.

"One thing I've done in the past few years is really advocate for Rotaract as an integral part of the family of Ro-
tary," she says. "Rotaract is the future of this organization. Youth may only be a small percentage of our commu-
nity, but we are 100 percent of the future."

Cotugno became hooked on Rotary while accompanying her mother, who had just become a Rotarian, on a mis-
sion trip to Mexico City in 2001.

Rotaractors like Cotugno represent an important source of future Rotary club members. In honor of New Genera-
tions Month, we tracked down a couple of Rotaractors who went on to become Rotarians, as well as some who
are waiting to make the leap, to see what they had to say about making the transition from Rotaract to Rotary.

To see a video interview with Megan and to read more visit:

www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/Newsletters/Interactive/Pages/200909/Index.aspx

Rotaractors from District
5280 featured on
homepage of Rotary
International website:

rotary.org

|
From left to right:
Current South Bay
Rotaract Club President _ » |
Roderick Brown, Past \ T

Rotaract Governor Kim ‘-.. o ANGELF’Y

Low, featured Rotarian and g
former Rotaractor Megan CM.\FORN“ |
Cotugno, current South Bay USA
Rotaract Club Board \w BT y \
Members Tori Hettinger,

Jonathan Keisner and Maklng the Ieap

Claudia Guerrero
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Rotary District Picnic Wrap -Up

Thanks to everyone who came out to the Rotary District Picnic at Seaside Lagoon in Redondo Beach on Sunday Sep-
tember 20th. A great time was had by all. Rotarians, Rotaractors and Interactors alike all shared in on the fun. Aside
from the great food and the chance to just hang out on a sunny summer day there were plenty of fun activates to par-
take in. The day started off with a relay race and sand castle contest and moved ontot -shirt tie dying, sumo wres-
tling and the ever popular cardboard boat race. To cap off the day a pie -in-the-face fundraiser showcased stars from
all levels of Rotary taking one for the team including Rotaractors Sergei Belokonnyi, your Rotaract Governor for 2009 -
2010 and Roderick Brown the current President of the South Bay Rotaract club. Thanks to Rotarian and Senior Assis-
tant Governor for Special Projects Angi Ma Wong for yet another great picnic. Hopefully we can do it all again next
year!

Clockwise from top center:

- Rotaractors from all across the district having a great time

- Governor Sergei retreating after a valiant effort in the cardboard boat race
- Sergei taking a pie and rubbing in the face from a fellow Rotaractor

- South Bay President Roderick after getting creamed multiple times

- Sergei vs. Roderick in a sumo grudge match
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